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What is SAE?
Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) is an International global association of more
than 128,000 engineers and related technical experts worldwide. As an organization, SAE
provides a standard in the aerospace, automotive and commercial-vehicle industries for the
benefit of society and its safety. The SAE Foundation, SAE International’s charitable arm,
channels support to The Collegiate Design Series, which includes a variety of competitions, such
as: Baja, Formula, and SuperMileage.

What is Formula SAE?
Established in 1979, Formula SAE®
is a student design competition organized by
SAE International. Engineering students
from across the world are challenged to
develop an open wheel, open cockpit, small
Formula-style

racecar.

The

prototype

racecar is to be evaluated for its potential as
a production

item; therefore, students

compete against each other to develop the fastest, lightest, most affordable and reliable racing
vehicle. The teams are encouraged to be creative in their designs and push the boundaries of
automotive engineering in all aspects: research, design, manufacture, testing, development,
marketing and management. FSAE competitions are annually held in two locations within the
United States: Nebraska and Michigan, the latter being the largest event and the longest running.

For more information about the competitions, please refer to http://students.sae.org/competitions/formulaseries/
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Who are we?
FIU SAE is a collegiate organization of passionate and hard-working students gathering
within the Engineering College of Florida International University. Led by Dr. Andres Tremante,
our faculty advisor from the Mechanical & Materials Engineering Department, we currently
consist of committed and talented members who consistently work toward meeting team goals. In
a short amount of time, this organization has become a successful medium where students of
various disciplines and class levels can collaborate on tasks and continually learn from one
another.
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FIU FSAE Competition History
For the first time in FIU history, our team represented our chapter and our school with the
number 121 at the 2012 Formula SAE competition hosted at the Michigan International Speedway.
Our experiences during this competition fueled our passions and taught us a variety of principles
that will lead to the improvement of our program and our vehicle.
These

improvements

were

recognized in the 2014 Formula SAE
competition

at

the

Michigan

International Speedway, where our
team again made FIU history by
producing our first vehicle, with the
number 71, to pass the first two
technical inspections. We received
praise for our use of engineering
practices and simplicity at a level that
is uncommon among newer teams.
Our 2015 chapter was our most
successful yet as we presented vehicle
number 42; building up on the experience from our previous members we were able to pass all four
technical inspections and were able to compete in the dynamic events for the first time in FIU
history.
Our team continues to refine our organization, striving towards engineering excellence in
our vehicle, our school’s curriculum, and our community. In May 2016, FIU will participate again
in the FSAE Michigan competition, using our accumulated knowledge and experience to
distinguish our team among the finalists in the competition!
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Our Current Vehicle Goals
We are currently preparing for the 2016 FSAE competition at Michigan International Speedway
where our team will proudly represent our school, our community, and our sponsors. To optimize
manufacturing time and ensure that our members get the most exposure as possible we break down our
vehicle into systems for which we will make the following changes this year:
I.

II.
III.

IV.
V.
VI.
VII.

Suspension System
1. Redesign uprights, spindles, and A-arms
2. Modify wheel hubs
3. Acquire new shocks
Engine
1. Redesign intake plenum, exhaust system
Brake System
1. Redesign pedal box assembly
2. Develop paddle shifting concept
Electrical System
1. Acquire data using sensors
Aerodynamics
1. Redesign nose cone and side panels
Ergonomics
1. Redesign head rest, seat, and dashboard
Drivetrain System
1. Torsen housing
The changes mentioned above will allow us to place our vehicle in at a much higher level. Some of

the significant factors that led us to consider these changes are based on fundamental engineering
principles as well as design critique at competition. With the above mentioned changes we will be able
to showcase a vehicle that is faster, lighter, sturdier, more aerodynamic, and an overall more
competitive vehicle.
We intend on having other students get more exposure to our vehicle by teaming up with our
faculty advisor and directing groups of students in intensive research projects that will help our
program build its library of data for future FIU SAE programs.
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Community Involvement
FIU SAE is far more than a simple club that develops a racing vehicle, we strive to give back to
our gracious community on a yearly basis. For example, we have created an outreach program to
promote the study of Engineering Sciences within the public school system of Miami Dade County.
Through our Engineers On Wheels campaign we are able to encourage students in impoverished areas
to become our future engineers. We strive high to be the role models of these students by sharing our
personal stories, goals, and success stories while encompassing the idea of working in a competitive
team.
Encompassing a global and diversified working environment is one of our top priorities; for the
first time the FIU SAE chapter will be utilizing Business students to help showcase the business
aspects of our program to a higher level in completion and thus allowing us to score higher on crucial
Static Event points during competition. FIU SAE also continues its task to remain a diverse group of
students by encompassing all religions, ethnicities, genders, and teach our members the values of being
tolerant to different ideas. Through a continued effort to serve our community, we aim to increase
FIU’s reputation as a school for talented engineering students for generations to come.
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Why Sponsor Us?
Success in the competition will depend on countless factors. However, the most important
among these factors, is support. We are a highly motivated group of students, consisting of
brilliant, diverse and unique members. Each student within our chapter brings a defined sense of
innovation to our design tables. Therefore, we need sponsors like you to help turn all of our
research, ideas, and dreams into reality. Not only will your contribution allow our team to meet
and exceed our goals for the 2015-2016 Competition Season, but it will also enable our members
to encounter real world challenges while earning valuable experience that is sure to shape our
career paths. As our organization is an educational, yet student-run, it is only minimally funded by
the University. Therefore, we seek sponsor support in any form (monetary, raw materials, supplies,
services, etc.). Your support is absolutely vital to the foundation of our team.
Most importantly, our sponsors will receive considerable exposure not only in regional
events, but also in Formula competitions, which have monumental audiences, including:
ü students and faculty members of universities around the world,
ü professionals in the mobility industry,
ü social media,
ü representatives of important automotive companies, and
ü race car fans.

In addition, any monetary or material donation to our team is entirely tax deductible. Besides
plenty of exposure, our sponsors will also have the opportunity to mentor and support engineering
students of the future, providing hands-on experience in vehicle design and construction, as well as
team management and marketing, which could benefit your company in the near future.
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Tentative Budget

2015-2016 FIU FSAE Budget
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Aerodynamics
Brakes
Drive Train
Electrical
Engine
Ergonomics
Registration
Shop Supplies
Suspension
Travel

$2,800
$4,000
$5,500
$3,000
$7,250
$1,750
$2,150
$1,000
$6,000
$15,000

Total

$48,450

Sponsorship Benefits
	
  
1.

Platinum Sponsor - $5,000 and above
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

2.

Gold Sponsor - $1,500 to $4,999
●
●
●
●
●
●

3.

Logo on side panel and front (up to 3”x6”)
Logo featured in www.sae.fiu.edu with link to your homepage
Team photo plaque and Appreciation Letter.
Company featured in FIU SAE Facebook Fan Page and Twitter.
Logo on sponsor banner.
Small logo on competition t-shirt.

Silver Sponsor - $500 to $1,499
●
●
●
●
●
●

4.

Logo on side panel and front (up to 4”x8”).
Logo featured in www.sae.fiu.edu with link to your homepage.
Team photo plaque and Appreciation Letter.
Company featured in FIU SAE Facebook Fan Page and Twitter.
Logo on sponsor banner.
Logo on competition t-shirt.
Resume recruitment books.

Logo on side panel (up to 2”x4”)
Logo featured in www.sae.fiu.edu
Company featured in FIU SAE Facebook Fan Page and Twitter.
Framed team photo and Appreciation Letter
Small logo on sponsor banner.
Name listed on competition t-shirt.

Bronze Sponsor – Up to $499
●
●
●

Logo featured in www.sae.fiu.edu
Company featured in FIU SAE Facebook Fan Page and Twitter.
Picture of car and team

NOTE: 6'x4' Sponsor banner will be displayed in competitions, workshop, many social events and
university exhibits.
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Contact Information
If you are interested in contributing to our project and would like to sponsor us making a
donation, please contact us.
•

Luis Rojas
Chief Engineer
(305) 527-5125
lroja019@fiu.edu

•

JP Sorondo
President
(305) 773-5503
jsoro003@fiu.edu

•

Juan Trujillo
Vice-President
(305) 710-0887
jtruj038@fiu.edu

•

Prof. Andres Tremante
Faculty Advisor
(305) 348-1541
tremante@fiu.edu
Visit our website sae.fiu.edu
Or send us an email: sae@fiu.edu
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Donations Information
We greatly appreciate your interest and support. Remember that all types of donations are
Tax Deductible since FIU foundation is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
Please provide the requested information and send your donation:

Payable to:
FIU Foundation, Inc.
NOTE: SAE Panther Motorsports Student Team

Mail to:
Linnell Bickford – FIU SAE
College of Engineering and Computing
10555 W Flagler St.
Miami, FL 33174
-------------------------------------------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------Contact Name:
_____________________________________________________________________________
Contact Phone Number:
_____________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address:
_____________________________________________________________________________
Sponsorship Donation:
_____________________________________________________________________________
Sponsor name as it should appear on publications:
_____________________________________________________________________________
Brief company or individual profile:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
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